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Тема: Символы России. Политическая система России 

Задание1. Выполнить письменно перевод текста:

Russia (the official name – the Russian Federation) is the largest country in the world. The country is situated in Eastern Europe, Northern and Central Asia. It occupies about 1/6 of the Earth surface. Its total area is over 17 million square kilometers. Our land is washed by 12 seas, most of which are the seas of three oceans: the Arctic, the Atlantic and the Pacific. In the south and in the west the country borders on fourteen countries. It also has a sea-border with the USA.

The country has a great variety of flora and fauna. There are numerous forests, plains and steppes, taiga and tundra, highlands and deserts in our land. The highest mountains are the Altai, the Urals, and the Caucasus. There are over 2 million rivers in the Russian Federation. The longest of them are the Volga, the Ob, the Yenisei and the Lena. Our land is also rich in various lakes. Lake Baikal is the deepest lake in the world.

On the Russian territory there are 11 time zones. The climate conditions are rather different: from arctic and mild (moderate) – to continental and subtropical. Our country is one of the richest in natural resources countries in the world: oil, natural gas, coal, different ores, ferrous and non-ferrous metals and other minerals. It is one of the highly developed industrial powers in the world. The main industrial branches are machine-building, aircraft, aerospace, automobile, textile, chemical and others.

The Russian Federation is a multinational state. It comprises many national districts, several autonomous republics and regions. The population of the country is over 140 million people. More than 100 different nations and nationalities live in the Russian Federation. Russian is the official language of the state. The national symbols of the Russian Federation are the state white blue-red flag and 2-headed Eagle.

The Russian Federation is a constitutional state headed by the President. The President controls only the executive branch-the government, but not the Supreme Court and Federal Assembly. The country government consists of 3 branches: legislative, executive and judicial. The legislative power belongs to the Federal Assembly comprising two chambers: the Council of Federation (upper Chamber) and the State Duma (lower Chamber). Each chamber is headed by the Speaker.

The executive power belongs to the Government (the Cabinet of Ministers) headed by the Prime Minister. The judicial power belongs to the system of Courts comprising the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and federal courts.

The foreign policy of the Russian Federation is that of international cooperation, peace and friendship with all nations of the Globe irrespective of their political and social systems.

2. Аnswer the following questions. Дать ответы на вопросы
1. Is Russia the largest country in the world?

2. What oceans wash the borders of the Russian Federation?

3. What are the highest mountains in Russia?

4. What is the climate in Russia like?
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Тема: Символы и природа России
Перевод текста записать:

Symbols of the Russian Federation. The Flag
Origin of White Blue Red Colours.

The white-blue-red is based on the coat of arms of the duchy of Moscow, which is red with Saint George, wearing white armor and a blue cape, riding a white horse, holding a blue shield, defeating the dragon.

"The imperial Russia had a red, blue and white flag, created in 1697 by Peter the Great, based on Holland's. It was the origin of pan- Slavic colors, used by Serbia, Slovakia, Croatia and Bosnia . The white-blue-red flag was used till the fall of Kerensky's government, in November 1917. The same happened to the two-headed eagle, without the imperial crown"
"The imperial Russia had a red, blue and white flag, created in 1697 by Peter the Great, based on Holland's. It was the origin of pan- Slavic colors, used by Serbia, Slovakia, Croatia and Bosnia . The white-blue-red flag was used till the fall of Kerensky's government, in November 1917. The same happened to the two-headed eagle, without the imperial crown"

Note that the 1856 version of St.George shows the rider going from right to left, while on modern shields both rider and dragon are turned from left to right, with the spear still in the foreground, making the right-handed knight's position more natural.

The shield of St.George The Victor

serves as the Moscow city shield since 15th century even without interruption and is added to the coat of arms as a symbol of the capital. St. George the Victor was originally a personal Coat of Arms of Yuri (George) Dmitriyevich, second survived son of Dmitry the Don, due to St. George being his patron saint .

The Russian Coat of Arms
The Two-headed Eagle serves as the Russian Coat of Arms since 15th century, when it was borrowed by Tsar Ivan the III from Bysanthy. The original color was black, as one can still see it on the Albanian State Flag. With the expansion of the Russian Empire the Eagle was decorated with shields of conquered countries and regions. After the Socialist Revolution in 1917 such a coat was abandoned. Since 1991, when Russia restored its independence, a number of attempts to adopt the official coat of arms were undertaken. In 1994 Russian Duma approved the coat featuring the Two-headed Eagle as the official one.

The Russian Coat of Arms December 30, 2000
MOSCOW, Russia -- A decree adding words to Russia's newly restored Soviet-era anthem has been signed by President Vladimir Putin.

The Anthem
Music by Aleksandr Aleksandrov, 1944 Lyrics by Sergey Mikhalkov, 2000 Russia, our holy country! Russia, our beloved country! A mighty will, a great glory, Are your inheritance for all time! Refrain: Be glorious, our free Fatherland! Eternal union of fraternal peoples, Common wisdom given by our forebears, Be glorious, our country! We are proud of you! From the southern seas to the polar region spread our forests and fields. You are unique in the world, inimitable, Native land protected by God! (Repeat refrain) Wide spaces for dreams and for living Are opened for us by the coming years Faithfulness to our country gives us strength Thus it was, so it is and always will be! (Repeat refrain)
The History of a new version of the Anthem.
The new version is the third by Sergey Mikhalkov.

The new lyrics' reference to God would have been unthinkable under the Communists, who enforced a policy of official atheism and persecuted religious believers.

The last anthem to mention God was "God Save the Czar," used by the czarist regime that collapsed in 1917.

But, unlike "God Save The Czar," which refers to the "Orthodox czar," the anthem doesn't specify any particular faith. Russia's dominant religion is Orthodox Christianity, but religious minorities include Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Catholics, and Protestants.

President Putin, elected March 26, has been more willing to accept symbols of the Soviet past. He agreed on a compromise under which the old anthem would be restored, while Russia would keep the post-Soviet tricolour flag and the state coat of arms with the czarist double-headed eagle.
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Тема: Города России
Задание1. Выполнить письменно перевод текста:

ROSTOV-ON-DON
Rostov-on-Don was founded in 1749 as a customs house. Twelve years later a fortress named after Dmitry Rostovsky was built there. The city was named in his honour. Rostov is situated on the right bank of the river Don. Rostov appeared as a trade centre which developed rapidly due to its favourable geographical position. By the end of the 19th century Rostov had become the centre of cellulose, castiron foundry and tobacco industries.

     With great enthusiasm Rostovities worked at construction sites building new industrial enterprises and dwelling areas. But peaceful life was interrupted by the war. During the Great Patriotic War Rostov was almost completely ruined. More than 40 thousand of Rostovities were killed. The population of Rostov decreased to the level of 1901. Many large industrial enterprises of the city were destroyed. In a few years the city was fully restored and it became even better than it had been before. For outstanding success in labour, for courage, displayed in the fight against fascism Rostov-on-Don was awarded the Order of Lenin and the Order of the Patriotic War of the First Degree.

     Rostov-on-Don is a big industrial centre. There are 167 industrial enterprises, the leading brunch of industry is machine building. It is also a large scientific centre. Here are 159 scientific research institutes, the North-Caucasian Higher School Research Centre. Almost 49 thousand students study in 9 Higher Educational Establishments of Rostov.

     In Rostov there are four theatres: The Academic Drama Theatre named after Gorky, the Theatre for Young Spectators, the Musical Comedy Theatre, the Puppet Theatre. There is also the Philharmonic Society and the Documentary Film Studio/

     Rostov has 38 palaces of culture and clubs, 20 cinema-halls, about 470 libraries and 7 large stadiums which is not sufficient for the city with one million population. And the city is developing.
Find in the text the equivalents to the following words and expressions:

Таможня, крепость, торговый центр, выгодное географическое положение, к концу 19 столетия, на строительных площадках, жилой район, почти полностью разрушен, восстановить, научно-исследовательский институт, машиностроение.
Answer the following questions:
1. When was Rostov founded? 
2. Where is Rostov situated?
3. How had Rostov developed by the end of the 19th century?

4. Was Rostov badly destroyed during the Great Patriotic War?

5. What was the population of Rostov in 1943? What is the population of Rostov now?

6. Rostov is an important industrial and transport centre, isn’t it?

7. Why is Rostov considered a  big cultural and educational centre?

8. What theatres are there in Rostov?

9. What are the most beautiful places of the city?

