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Тема: Исторические события и географическое положение США
1. Выполнить перевод текста письменно
The United States of America
The United States is the world’s fourth largest nation in both area and population. It consists of 50 states and a “federal district", the site of the capital, Washington D.C. Like West Germany, the U.S. is a federal republic. In contrast to countries like Britain - where the head of state (the king or queen) and the head of government (the prime minister) are two different people - the United States has a president who is both the head of government and the head of state.
Politically and economically the U.S. is the most powerful country in the world. It is also the most conspicuous country in the sense that America's fashions and poli¬cies, goods and weapons, executives and soldiers have shaped today's world to a much greater extent than those of any other nation.
Considering its prominent position in the world, it is perhaps not surprising that the United States is both liked and disliked more intensely than any other country. Sometimes a difference is made between the American people, who are seen as warm, friendly and open, and the U.S. government, whose policies are disapproved of.
“America is so vast that almost everything said about it is likely to be true, and the opposite is probably equally true," said the American writer James T. Farrell. The United States is a country of rain forests and deserts, mountains and prairies. On one and the same November day the temperature may be 28 degrees in Texas and -7 degrees in Alaska. Its citizens may be “old-stock" Americans or the de-scendants of immigrants from European, Asian and Latin American countries, they may be American Indians or the descendants of African slaves, or they may be foreigners who have become naturalized. Though they are all Americans, some of them are still underprivileged minority groups, who live in neighbourhoods of their own and have their own character, customs, religion, and sometimes language. “The worst country to be poor in is America," said the English historian Arnold Toynbee. While U.S. wages are among the highest in the world and the majority of Americans are extremely well off, about 15 per cent of the population live “below the poverty line”. The poverty rate is highest in Mississippi (25 per cent) and lowest in Wyoming (8 per cent). Nationwide the poverty rate is 11 per cent for whites, 30 per cent for Hispanics, and a shocking 35 per cent for blacks - every third black person lives in poverty.
What would the world be like if there was no America, if there were no Americans? Would there be another superpower to take America's place? Would international business be as lively as it is? Would we Europeans be as prosperous as we are? Would there be jeans and T-shirts, Coca-Cola and hamburgers, soap operas and supermarkets? Would there be cheap cars if Henry Ford hadn't started mass- producing them? Would we have telephones and washing machines, ballpoint pens and personal computers if Americans hadn't invented or perfected them? We don't know the answers to these questions, but most people would probably agree that life in our time owes a great deal of its vitality, colour, and material comforts to the people of the United States of America.
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Тема: Исторические события и географическое положение США
Задание:
2. Дайте ответы.
a) How many states does the U.S. consist of? b) What’s the capital of the United States? c) Is Washington only a city? d) Is the U.S. president only the head of state? e) Is the British prime minister the head of state? f) Why is America’s position such a prominent one in today’s world? g) Give examples to show that the U.S. is a country of great contrasts, h) Talk about the weather in the United States, i) Talk about the population of the United States, j) Talk about poverty in the United States, k) What would the world be like if there was no America? i) Talk about things in this country that have come from America.

 

3. Употребите прилагательные в превосходной степени.
a) The United States is the fourth (large) nation in the world. b) The U.S. president is one of the (powerful) men in the world. c) The queen is the (prominent) person in Britain. d) The U.S. is one of the (prosperous) countries in the world. e) The Big Sleep was one of the (good) films based on a novel by Chandler. f) This is one of the (difficult) crosswords I’ve ever tried. g) It was one of the (hot) days of the year. h) He’s the (strong) man I ever saw. i) It was one of the (frightening) bushfires we ever had. j) This must be the (bad) hotel in town. k) It’s the (reliable) car I ever had. l)This is the (strange) film I’ve ever seen.
Дата: 11.06.2020
Тема: Вашингтон – столица США. Политическая система США
Задание 1. Перевод текста
Washington D.C.
Washington, the capital of the United States of America, is situated on the Potomac River in the District of Columbia. The district is a piece of land ten miles square and it does not belong to any separate state but to all the states. The district is named in honour of Columbus, the discoverer of America. The capital owes much to the first President of the USA -George Washington. It was G. Washington, who chose the place for the District and laid in 1790 the corner-stone of the Capitol, where Congress sits.

Washington is not the largest city in the USA. It has a population of 900 000 people. Washington is a one-industry town. That industry is government. It does not produce anything except very much scrap paper. Every day 25 railway cars leave Washington loaded with scrap paper.

Washington has many historical places. The largest and tallest among the buildings is the Capitol with its great House of Representatives and the Senate chamber. There are no skyscrapers in Washington because no other building must be taller than the Capitol. The White House is the President's residence. All American presidents except George Washington (the White House was not yet built in his time), have lived in the White House. It was built in 1799. It is a two-storied, white building.

Not far from the Capitol is the Washington Monument, which looks like a very big pencil. It rises 160 metres and is hollow inside. A special lift brings visitors to the top in 70 seconds from where they can enjoy a wonderful view of the whole city.

The Jefferson Memorial was built in memory of the third President of the USA, Thomas Jefferson, who was also the author of the Declaration of Independence. The memorial is surrounded by cherry-trees. The Lincoln Memorial devoted to the memory of the 16th President of the US, the author of the Emancipation Proclamation, which gave freedom to Negro slaves in America.

On the other bank of the Potomac lies the Arlington National Cemetery where President Kennedy was buried. American soldiers and officers, who died in World Wars I and II are buried there too.

There is one more well-known building in Washington — Pentagon, the residence of the US Military department. It is situated in the suburbs to the south of the Potomac. 

2. Answer the questions. Ответы на вопросы
1. What city is the capital of the USA?
2. Where is Washington situated?
3. To which state does the city of Washington belong?
4. In whose honor is the District of Columbia named?
5. Who was the first President of the USA?
6. Who chose the place for the District?
7. Is Washington the largest city in the USA?
8. What is the population of Washington?
9. What industries are situated in the city? 
10. Where is the President's residence?
11. When was the White House built?
12. In whose memory was the Jefferson Memorial built?
13. Who is the author of the Declaration of Independence?
14. Which document gave freedom to Negro slaves in America?

15. Who was buried at the Arlington National Cemetery?

3. Задание. Перевод предложений Translate the sentences
1. The district is a piece of land ten miles square and it does not belong to any separate state but to all the states.

2. The largest and tallest among the buildings is the Capitol with its great House of Representatives and the Senate chamber.

3. Not far from the Capitol is the Washington Monument, which looks like a very big pencil.

4. The Jefferson Memorial was built in memory of the third President of the USA, Thomas Jefferson, who was also the author of the Declaration of Independence.

5. On the other bank of the Potomac lies the Arlington National Cemetery where President Kennedy was buried.

Задание 4. Найти в тексте предложения
1. Он не производит ничего, кроме большого количества макулатуры.

2. В Вашингтоне нет небоскребов, потому что ни одно здание в городе не должно быть выше Капитолия.

3. Солдаты и офицеры, погибшие в 1 и 2 Мировых Войнах, похоронены там же.

4. Он находится в пригороде, к югу от реки Потомак.

Задание 4. Правда или ложь. Mark the sentences True/ False
1. It has a population of 9 000 000 people.

2. Washington is a one-industry town.

3. Washington has many historical places.

4. Not far from the Capitol is the Jefferson Monument.

5. The Lincoln Memorial devoted to the memory of the 18th President of the US.

